Committee on Curriculum and Instruction

Approved Minutes

May 28, 2010






9:00 AM-11:00 AM

Physics Research Building Conference Room 4138

ATTENDEES:  Collier, Fitzpatrick, Fredal, Gustafson, Harvey, Highley, Jenkins, Krissek, Masters, Meyers, Mumy, Shabad, Shanda, Vaessin, Vankeerbergen, Williams
Guests: Debra Moddelmog and Mollie Blackburn
AGENDA

1. Items from Chair: Approval of 5/14/10 minutes  
A. Shanda, Shabad, unanimously approved
2. Rules for approving majors 
A. Rules for advisors for approving a student for graduation. Italics=quarters, green=unchanged, yellow=new for semesters

B. Collaboration between Mary Ellen Jenkins and Terry Gustafson, and was circulated to the Associate Deans. Will wait to vote until next meeting, give committee members time to review.
C. Points of interest from document: 

1. 30 semester hours for a major from 40 quarter hours. Slightly more than 2/3 conversion, because most majors are 45 hours. Still some in the Biological Sciences that only carry 40 quarter hours, but those include lots of pre major courses. These majors are looking at the requirement with the conversion to semesters, to ensure the students will meet the minimum number of hours.
2. At least half of credits for a major must be within the department of the major. Interdisciplinary majors are excluded from this rule.

a. What is this rule trying to prevent?  Has been used historically, perhaps preventing small groups of faculty from offering a major… Should we eliminate this rule? Seems like a strange rule to present to students at the advising level. Programs are reviewed at the committee level, where odd sounding programs would be fully vetted.  
b. Possibly a board of regents rule, need to look into this further before we move to remove the rule from the language. 

c. Possibly to prevent major from signing off on excessive course substitutions . 
3. Nothing lower than C- in major courses; some majors may require a higher GPA

4. For transfers, 15 of major credit hours must be from OSU. 
a. Is it half of the major or 15 credits? Some majors will have more than 30 credit hours. Mary Ellen Jenkins finds that a handful of exceptions have been made to the 50% rule in the past. Currently there are not any cases of students doing most of major work at another school and transferring.  
5. Do we include the historical provision requiring a specific # of hours in 3000 level or above or eliminate that as a requirement?  Do we need to require this or is this already defined in the majors? 

a. English majors could potentially graduate with mostly 2000 level courses, but the department is in the process of realigning the course numbering to eliminate this issue. 

b. If this rule is kept, could influence the numbering unnecessarily because of changes made to 367 and 597 courses to 2367 and 4567. 

c. Purpose is to take 10 upper level courses outside your major.  Exceptions already exist for majors like Econ, Physics, and Chemistry.

d. Discuss among departments to see if rule is necessary. If so, how many credits and at what level

e. Draft and date will be added to top of document before distribution 
6. Arts and Sciences has a list of approved courses that are taught outside of ASC but allowed to count towards the major. Only 20 credits of PAES courses can count towards degree hours. 

7. 10 hours outside allowed, 111 hours needed towards the major. 1 credit for the freshman survey course. 
8. Double majors must have 20 unique, not overlapping, semester hours (formerly 30 quarter hours).
a. This rule has the potential to add another course to meet the 20 hour minimum when converted from quarter hours to semester hours.  Number of courses should stay neutral during conversion.  Because these are minimum standards, should use 3 credit hours per 5 quarter hours to keep numbers conservative, knowing students will likely exceed minimums to meet major and/or degree requirements. Example of science GEC: requires 10 hours, but likely students will have more than 10 due to the way courses are weighted.
9. Dual degrees will have to earn 30 additional semester hours, to make 151 hours for a dual degree. More upper division courses required. 60 semester hours rather than 40 quarter hours of upper division courses. OR do we just delete rule?
10. Wording for whole document will be revised and additions made and document will be presented at next meeting.
3. Pledge to students  
A. Postponed, waiting for approval from legal. Will be a promise from the Provost

B. Changes are not expected, no action required by CCI. 
4. Subcommittee Updates (including Semester Conversion and ULAC)  
A. Arts and Humanities
1. Worked on developing Education Abroad goals and ELOs, draft of ideas

B. Sciences

1. Worked on developing Cross Disciplinary goals and ELOs, draft of ideas. 

C. Interdisciplinary
1. Worked on Service Learning goals and ELOs and reviewed the goals and ELOs for Cross Disciplinary and Education Abroad
2. At 4/30 meeting the subcommittee passed Nonprofit Studies minor. It will be at the next CCI meeting.
D. From Terry

1. FAES Leadership Studies  Minor  will be presented at next CCI

a. Asked FAES to address the academic rigor of the program. 

b. Includes 2 unapproved courses. Both are Business courses, in committee in BUS. Faculty member from BUS will be present at next CCI.
c. If any documentation from Leadership Studies is received it will be distributed to any subcommittees that still have meetings on the calendar. 
1. Is this an exception to the process? If no response is received from Leadership Studies program, we may not let them present to CCI because it will not have been reviewed by subcommittee.
E. ULAC

1. Presented Gen Ed to CAA, approved

F. From Gene

1. SBS would like to submit the Aviation minor to the next Sciences subcommittee, and the next CCI
5. 10:00AM: Sexuality Studies New Major (Guests: Debra Moddelmog and Mollie Blackburn) 
A. Introductions

B. Minor in effect since 2002, very successful. Found through advising an interest in a major. 

1. Several students have majored in Sexuality Studies through the Personalized Study Program. Many students interested in a double major with programs like Sociology, Women’s Studies, Biology. 

2. Major very customizable to student’s interests in health, political science, activism, non profit. Students have been successful in efforts in graduate school and careers.  

3. Second highest enrolling interdisciplinary minor at OSU. 

4. OSU would be one of the first universities to offer this major. Some universities have Sexuality Studies built into Women’s Studies. OSU will be one of the few to have a truly interdisciplinary major. 

C. Topics covered in the major are varied. Only 17% of faculty from Women’s Studies. Electives are from all areas. Architecture is developing a course; Public Health is developing a course

D. Questions:

1. Sexuality Studies 620 course: Topics in sexuality and violence. 
a. Q: How many topics courses do you expect to develop? A: Want to be careful about this. Department the faculty ‘belong’ to will ‘own’ course.  Will need to monitor consistency. 3 or 4 expected. First pilot offering was full with wait list so there is a student interest.  Because Sexuality Studies does not have faculty, departments would want to offer course. Essentially staffing major with faculty from other departments, using Film Studies as a model.
b. Can course be taken 3 times to meet focus area? Yes, but must be 3 different versions to meet requirement. 3 different sets of topics

c. Focus area courses are not yet defined, why? Want to personalize programs for students. In the beginning the 620 course will not be able to be used all 3 times. Other courses available in Women’s Studies to meet a focus area in Sexuality and Violence. 

d. Focus areas will be chosen by the students with the help of Debra Moddelmog and Mollie Blackburn as advisors for the major.

e. Why is the 620 course only listed under electives and not in focus area? If 620 is taken fewer than 3 times (15 hours) counts in the electives. If taken 3 times is de facto focus area. A student could declare a focus area of Sexuality and Violence and NOT take 620 3 times. Students could use other courses to fulfill requirement.

1. Request: add something about using 620 under the focus areas

f. It would be helpful to provide to students a sample list of focus areas and courses that would meet the requirements. Examples of successful focus areas to give them an idea.  Will help proposal pass at CAA. Examples are currently available on pgs 22-23 of proposal, although Sexuality and Violence is not on the list. It will be added. 
2. Please put this major into context of how it fits with Women’s Studies and the whole of the university

a. Women’s Studies is an interdisciplinary department but they are focused within ASC. Sexuality Studies will go across several colleges, e.g. Law school course. Have received supportive feedback from deans and department chairs outside of ASC. Interest from faculty to be included in this major. 

b. DISCO: Diversity and Identity Studies Collective at OSU. Collaboration of several departments (African American and African Studies, American Indian Studies, Comparative Ethnic and America Studies, Disability Studies, Latino/a Studies, Sexuality Studies, Women’s Studies) who work together to support each other in programming and research.  DISCO will house the Sexuality Studies major.  

3. Rule of ‘Students must take courses from at least 2 different colleges.’ What is the intent? Seems to be covered already in the way the program is set up

a. Written to make sure students truly understand the interdisciplinary nature of the field. Want students to get a broad perspective, larger scope of the field. It would not be possible to complete all of the major work in one college.
b. Nature of the major is inherently interdisciplinary; consensus is to remove rule. 
E. Discussion

1. From the Subcommittee

a. Looked at the 620 course, clarified to satisfaction

b. Concerns are: 
1. Where would the major reside? Now resolved with DISCO. 
2. How much advising is needed?  Concerns the need will be greater than anticipated.
c. Core Cluster is Intro to Sexuality Studies, 1 GLBT focus course selected from list of 5 or with approval
d.  Are electives prescribed? No others? Courses can be added if approved by advising. General rule is 50% of course material is sexuality studies. 

e. Question about the Molecular Virology, Immunology, and Medical Genetics 694: Sexuality, Health, and Sexually Transmitted Pathogens course. Not a permanent course, would benefit the proposal passing at CAA to remove the course from the listing and instead add a note about the potential offering of a course on HIV transmission that will be permanently offered in the future.

f. Do the core courses have pre requisites?  No, except for Eng 110, and Anthropology 500 has prerequisite of Anthropology 200.
g. Reiteration of recommendation to give students examples of various focus areas and courses that would fulfill the requirements.

h. How would the focus area work in DARS? Mary Ellen Jenkins: way for department to indicate in DARS student has completed a focus area and a form is available for the major advisor to sign. 

i. Concern: the number of majors will outnumber/outpace the staff allotted. Terry Gustafson: There are rules in place for interdisciplinary majors to provide support/staff to growing majors.

2. Resolutions

a. revisions

1. Remove the Molecular Virology, Immunology, and Medical Genetics 694: Sexuality, Health, and Sexually Transmitted Pathogens  course from list of course options 
2. Recommend to define sample focus area, with options for students to petition for a different focus area.   Would like Sexuality Studies to be aware of the potential advising load the focus areas create.
3. Remove rule about course work to be completed from 2 or 3 different colleges.

4. Learning outcomes should be compacted to be more student friendly and concise.

b. Vote
1. When proposal says ‘list of approved courses’ who is approving? The Sexuality Studies group. How would they know it meets the 50% sexuality studies content? Syllabi or contact w the instructor.
2. When new courses are added, will they have to go through CCI? Yes, but if it is simply adding a course will be expedited and not brought in front of the CCI.

3. Proposers asked for clarification on the revision items. CCI will look at proposal again once clarifications have been made.

c. Move to table, Larry Krissek, Harold Vaessin 2nd: Approved to table, Mark Shanda abstains, 1 opposed
